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ACT’s high-tech, high-touch partnerships 
with Amazonian people represent a proven 
and powerful new model of effective 
environmentalism.[ ]

The Amazon Conservation Team 
partners with indigenous people 
of the Amazon rainforest to map, 

manage, and protect their  
ancestral lands.

A new model for environmental conservation

P
ho

to
: F

er
na

nd
o 

B
iz

er
ra

 J
r.



ii 1

“We are entering a new era in the Amazon, and it 
calls for a new kind of environmentalism—one that 
is entrepreneurial, effective, innovative, and bold.”

—Mark J. Plotkin, Ph.D.[ ]
Since 1996, the Amazon Conservation Team (ACT) has worked hand in hand 

and shoulder to shoulder with indigenous people of the Amazon to help them 

map, manage, and protect their rainforest homelands and traditional culture. 

Today, new technologies are shifting power balances everywhere. Google 

Earth, digital mapping, and instant communication provide indigenous people 

with unparalleled information about their lands, and information is power. These 

tools offer a new model of environmentalism that empowers people to shape 

their own environmental and cultural destinies. 

Such technologies help ACT bring indigenous people and local govern-

ments together to seek new solutions to new challenges. With detailed ACT 

maps before them, government agencies and tribal leaders can now literally 

find common ground in land rights negotiations. 

Mapping is the critical first step toward securing land rights and protecting 

rainforest, and tribal leaders increasingly seek our assistance in this effort. 

At the same time, the success of our Shamans and Apprentices program 

has attracted global attention. ACT is growing, and there is much more 

rainforest to protect. 

In 2008, ACT gained recognition as leaders of a new kind of leveraged environ-

mentalism in which expertise and training are paramount. We were again top-rated 

by the independent rating organization Charity Navigator—only 6% of charities 

rated have received at least four consecutive 4-star evaluations. We also received 

the prestigious Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship from the Skoll Foundation. 

The dangers of global warming and environmental degradation demand 

urgent action, and protecting rainforest is one of the surest ways we have to 

cool a rapidly heating planet. Join us as we work to protect the people and the 

environment of Earth’s greatest tropical forests. 

Sincerely,

Mark J. Plotkin, Ph.D.

President

From the president
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The digital rainforest
Putting empowerment on the map

GPS, satellite mapping, computer tools bring 
protection to endangered lands and people

What began in 1999 as a single ACT mapping project for a tribe 

in Suriname has blossomed into a movement across indigenous 

Amazonia. Over the years, we have worked with more than two 

dozen tribal partners to map millions of previously uncharted 

rainforest acres. 

Digital satellite imaging technology offers yet another 

dimension to our mapping efforts. Partnering with Google 

Earth Outreach, ACT and indigenous partners now use Google 

software and the latest computer and global positioning system 

technology to map and monitor their lands. In 2008, at ACT’s 

invitation, Google Earth experts came to the Amazon to train 

Indians directly in its use and to learn about the rainforest. Today, 

more indigenous groups are utilizing the most modern tools to 

preserve and protect their culture and territories. 

Once trained, indigenous peoples with no previous 

experience in the digital world traverse the jungles adroitly 

manipulating GPS devices. Geographic Information  

System data overlaid with ancient tribal knowledge results 

in maps so accurate they are acknowledged as definitive by 

governing agencies.

ACT in partnership with 

Amazonian indigenous 

peoples has created digital 

land use and protection 

maps for over 40 million 

acres of rainforest lands. 

“The white man has the Bible to study his history. 
We have our maps.”

—Chief João Araña, Apalaí tribe, Brazil[ ]
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Digital inclusion—ACT’s Google Earth program echoes Brazilian 

president Lula da Silva’s call for “digital inclusion” among all Brazil-

ian peoples. We work closely with the government in many aspects 

of our satellite imaging projects.

Putting 20 million acres on the map—ACT and partner indige-

nous and Maroon communities in Suriname moved toward comple-

tion of ethnographic and land use mapping of all lands occupied 

by traditional peoples in the country, covering over three-quarters 

of the nation. Demarcating traditional lands is a critical step toward 

gaining land management rights.

Sacred sanctuary—In 2008, ACT worked with the Kofán people 

and the Colombian National Parks Service to create an entirely  

new category of protected reserve, the 22,000-acre Orito Ingi-Ande  

Medicinal Plant Sanctuary. “Sustainable use will permit us to  

preserve the natural resources,” says Colombia National Parks 

Director Julia Miranda Londoño.

Connecting critical conservation lands—ACT has negotiated 

the purchase of some 3,000 acres between Colombia’s Indi Wasi 

National Park and two indigenous reserves, creating conservation 

corridors that span 177,000 acres.

Mapping partnerships—Precise land use and risk maps of indig-

enous territories inform development of land management plans, 

which include strategies for forest protection and long-term com-

munity development. 

To date, ACT has 

successfully partnered 

with Amazon tribes and 

local governments to 

enhance the protection 

of 41 million acres of 

ancestral rainforest, an 

area larger than New 

York and New Jersey 

combined.

With millions of acres 

of rainforest and not 

enough rangers to 

cover it all, Brazil’s 

environmental agency 

increasingly relies on 

the expertise of Indians 

using Google Earth 

to monitor and report 

illicit incursions into 

protected lands. 

“Every day I see more of the potential 
of technology in saving life and our 
rainforest.” 

—Almir Suruí, Suruí chief, Brazil
[ ] Notes from the Field

In 2008, I had the pleasure of traveling  

with ACT to meet with the indigenous  

Ikpeng and Suruí tribes in two remote  

rainforest villages in Mato Grosso and 

Rondônia, Brazil. They had asked Google Earth to produce 

detailed satellite images of their lands and come to the 

rainforest and train them in using Google Earth to digitize their 

ethnographic and land use information. They face constant 

threats to their culture and environment, and Google Earth 

provides a brand new tool to enhance surveillance against 

boundary disputes and such incursions as logging, mining, and 

ranching. While the Indians taught us about the magnificent 

rainforest they call home, we trained them in GPS technologies 

so they have the tools to map, manage, and protect their 

traditional forests.

 
Rebecca Moore 

Manager, Google Earth Outreach
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Biocultural conservation

A sustainable model of conservation—including people

At the heart of ACT’s new environmentalism, biocultural conservation 

aims to preserve indigenous Amazonian cultures along with the  

sensitive rainforest environments where they live. 

The people of the Amazon have successfully managed their an-

cestral homelands for thousands of years. Biocultural conservation 

recognizes their undeniable track record of protecting and sustaining 

this vitally important global resource.

For too long, indigenous people have faced a false choice: move 

to the city or live in poverty. ACT introduces them to tools and ideas 

that empower them to make their own decisions: whether or not to 

live traditional lives, pass cultural and medicinal knowledge on to 

new generations, receive culturally sensitive education and health 

care, and build associations that connect them in common cause. 

“This is the first effort in the history of our territories that has 
united our 14 tribes toward a common end, and these are the 
first maps to be published in our native languages.” 

—Tunuly, Yawalapiti tribesman, Brazil, at the creation of the Xingu Indigenous Park

In the Colombian 

Amazon, ACT 

convened a traditional 

knowledge exchange 

between 80 indigenous 

leaders and healers 

from Colombia, 

Canada, and the 

United States.

[ ]
Resetting the  

environmental debate
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Notes from the Field

Traditional medicine—ACT’s  Shamans and Apprentices program 

brings traditional healers of the forest—men and women whose  

botanical, medicinal, and traditional knowledge is as endangered  

as the forest itself—together with new indigenous generations to 

pass on the accumulated wisdom of thousands of years living in  

the rainforest. 

Managing smarter—ACT has trained more than 100 indigenous 

park guards who monitor and protect their ancestral homelands. 

Coursework is certified by the International Ranger Federation.

Learning context, living culture—ACT funds indigenous  

ethnoeducation programs and traditional schools at the village level. 

Programs support teacher training and culturally relevant education. 

It takes a healthy village—By supporting traditional medicine clin-

ics and long-term care facilities, and conducting sexual health and 

nutrition workshops, ACT helps keep village life healthy and viable.

In 2008, ACT trained the 

first group of indigenous 

park guards who will 

protect Suriname’s vast 

rainforest interior. 

Shamans and 

Apprentices programs 

have brought together 

more than 80 traditional 

healers—men and 

women—with over 150 

young people eager 

to sustain tribal and 

medicinal wisdom into 

the future.

In 2008, ACT was invited 

to help train members of 

the Brazilian Red Cross 

in park guard practices.

“I joined this organization because of ACT's unique 
approach to environmental conservation. They 
partner with indigenous people. They empower them 
to determine their own fate and that of the rainforest.”

—Susan Sarandon, Actor, ACT Board of Directors
[ ]For many years, I have been mapping the ancestral lands of the Trio 

people and helping other neighboring tribes who have learned of ACT 
and its work to map their territories. By recording our sacred sites 
and documenting where we have lived for thousands of years, we are 
given the power to stand up to loggers, miners, and others who want 
to strip our forests. Our lands have been protected with ACT’s help, 
and we continue to share mapping technologies with others so that our 
way of life—our medicines, hunting grounds, and sources of water—
can be passed on to our children. The best thing ACT did for us—the 
indigenous people—is to teach us how to map our lands and preserve 
our traditions, especially the wisdom of our shamans. With ACT, we 
are working with family. They are a part of our community.

Wuta Wajimuu
Trio Indian Cartographer

Northeast Amazon
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Ancient wisdom, 
modern solutions

Living green again

ACT combats climate change, promotes sustainability

In the face of global climate change, environmentalism has taken 

on new urgency. Global warming directly threatens the health of 

the entire planet. Sustaining Amazonian rainforests is one of the 

most powerful weapons against it. 

In the new language of environmental protection, fighting 

global warming means building sustainable economies, sup-

porting green initiatives, and participating in innovative financial 

markets that reward environmental protection, all of which ACT 

is doing to directly support traditional lifestyles. Never has ACT’s 

inclusive approach to environmental protection been  

more relevant.

Helping rainforest people 

commercialize sustainable rain-

forest products and gain access 

to new income streams, ACT 

fosters green living alternatives 

that provide indigenous people 

with the economic foundation 

for long-term viability—for them 

and for the rainforest.

Indi Wasi National Park 

in Colombia, which 

ACT helped establish to 

protect sacred Indian 

lands, is also one of the 

most biologically diverse 

places on the planet.

“ACT is all about new ways to save the rainforest 
and its indigenous cultures.”

—Margaret Clark, Chairman, ACT Board of Directors[ ]

Dedication of the Orito 
Ingi-Ande Medicinal Flora 

Sanctuary in Colombia
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Fighting global warming—Like a massive heat sink, tropical 

rainforest stores 100 tons of carbon in each acre, ten times the CO2 

contributed each year by a typical American commuter. ACT has 

helped protect over 40 million acres of forest.

Doing well by doing good—ACT is working with California-based 

Forest Trends and the Suruí people to help them enter the carbon 

offset and credit markets, the first such project with an indigenous 

community in the Brazilian Amazon.

Green business—This year, ACT continued Brazil nut process-

ing and marketing training to Trio villagers in Suriname as part of a 

long-term project to develop sustainable rainforest industries and 

income opportunities. 

Paradigm shift—Cutting-edge technology is empowering indig-

enous people to relate to the outside world on their own terms to 

better determine their own destinies.

Notes from the Field

Over the past 13 years in the departments of Putumayo, 
Caquetá and Cauca, ACT has stood in solidarity with the 
Coreguaje, Siona, Kofan, Inga and Kametza indigenous 
communities who are at high risk of the disappearance 
of the traditions that support their culture, helping them 
protect their way of life, their natural resources, and their 
lands. Working from a position of trust, ACT has assisted 
these peoples on the ground through ongoing guidance 
in sustainable agriculture, forest resource management, 
and watershed protection, and has strengthened their 
communities by supporting their traditional physicians 
and by helping them build their organizations. With far 
greater confidence and capacity to provide for themselves 
within their own localities, these commuanities now 
are collaborating with our team to ensure their cultural 
survival through the development of self-designed 
ethnoeducation programs for their youth. 

Name:  Higidio Muchavisoy Chindoy 

Title:  Sustainable Agriculture Coordinator
Region: ACT-Colombia 

In the Surinamese 

rainforest village of 

Tepu, ACT helped train 

indigenous women in 

pepper plant cultivation, 

processing, and 

commercialization. 

Demand for their product 

now exceeds supply. 

"The only way to truly bring equilibrium change in efforts 
to preserve the rainforests of the Amazon—including both 
their rich biodiversity and ancient cultures—is if the voices 
of the indigenous people who inhabit the remaining forests 
are heard and their legal rights respected and enforced.”

—Liliana Madrigal, Vice President of Programs

[ ]
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The new 
environmentalism

21st century strategies

Tools, technologies, tactics

For over a dozen years, ACT has developed and implemented 

ambitious and innovative projects that have achieved measureable 

results. We have accomplished this by creating effective and 

unique partnerships — not just with indigenous peoples, but 

with governments, academic institutions, local scientists, other 

progressive NGOs, and grassroots organizations.  

Despite a challenging economic climate, ACT’s model continues 

to achieve recognition and gain momentum. Requests for assistance 

and potential partnerships arrive constantly from all corners of the 

Amazon. But the challenges remain daunting.

“We cannot live without the forest. Nobody can.”
—Fernando Mendúa, Shaman of the Kofán, Colombia[ ]

ACT received the 

prestigious Skoll 

Award for Social 

Entrepreneurship  

in 2008.
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Top rated—For the fourth consecutive year, Charity Navigator,  

America’s largest independent evaluator of charities, awarded ACT a 

four star rating—the highest available—for efficiency and excellence  

in exceeding industry standards.

Method to our mapping—Recognizing ACT’s superlative mapping 

methodology, Brazilian government agencies requested hundreds of  

copies of ACT’s mapping methodology manual, which was published  

in 2008. 

In the Smithsonian—ACT founder and president Mark J. Plotkin, 

PhD, was recognized as one of “35 Who Made a Difference,” alongside 

Microsoft founder Bill Gates, film director Steven Spielberg, and Pulitzer 

Prize winning biologist Edward O. Wilson. 

Out-of-the-box award—ACT recently received one of 11 Skoll Awards 

for Social Entrepreneurship. The two-year, million dollar + award from 

the Skoll Foundation will support ACT efforts to map, manage, and 

protect 100 million acres of rainforest.

Partnering with governments—Throughout 2008 and going for-

ward, government agencies and environmental organizations in Brazil, 

Colombia, and Suriname increasingly turn to ACT for expert assistance 

in mapping, negotiation, and training projects. 

While ACT is headquartered 

in Arlington, Virginia, near 

Washington, DC, 62 of 74 

employees live and work 

in Suriname, Brazil, and 

Colombia. 

Our best allies in the fight to preserve the 
Amazon are those who understand it best: 

the indigenous peoples who have lived in and 
with the forest for generations. By empowering 
indigenous peoples with the knowledge, tools, 
and technology they need to safeguard one 
of the planet’s most vital resources, ACT 
has hit upon a winning strategy. Last year 
when I visited the region as a guest of the Waurá people and their ACT partners, I had the privilege of seeing for myself the power of this strategy in action. Hectare by hectare, tribe by tribe, the battle for the Amazon is being waged, with compelling proof that this war can indeed be won.

Name:  Sally Osberg 
Title:  President and CEO, Skoll FoundationStatus: ACT Supporter

Become a new environmentalist.  

Join with ACT today!
Global warming, deforestation, and cultural devastation pressure 

every corner of the Amazon. There has never been a more 

critical moment in the fight to preserve rainforest cultures and 

the magnificent forests where they live. Only with the support 

of visionary agencies, organizations, and individuals can ACT 

continue to get results.

Contact ACT to find out how you can become part of ACT’s 

new environmentalism in the Amazonian rainforest.

Notes from the Field
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ACT combines a deep respect for tradition with a 
spirit of innovation in a result-oriented approach to 
environmental conservation.

Colombia
ACT worked with the Kofán people of 
the Putumayo and the Colombian National 
Parks Service to establish an entirely 
new category of protected reserve, the 
22,000-acre Orito Ingi-Ande Medicinal 
Plant Sanctuary. Subsequently, with 
ACT guidance, the Kofán are conduct-
ing expeditions as research for biological 
surveys of the entire reserve.

ACT negotiated the purchase of nearly 
3,000 acres between the Indi Wasi National 
Park and two indigenous reserves,  
providing the connectivity for conservation 
corridors spanning 177,000 acres.

In the buffer zones of the Indi Wasi 
National Park, ACT signed over 60 
environmental agreements with local 
farmers to protect forestlands from 
unsustainable use. 

ACT continued to increase the 
autonomy of six Colombian Amazonian 
indigenous associations of five tribes 
across three provinces through training 
in self-governance, land management, 
financial resource management,  
indigenous legislation and community 
development planning. 

For the Ingano and Coreguaje 
peoples, ACT funded and provided 
technical assistance to indigenous-run 
radio stations that broadcast 40 hours of 
community programming weekly. 

For five indigenous groups across  
38 reserves, ACT sponsored the 
establishment of over 50 community 
gardens and over 1,000 acres of 
sustainable agriculture containing nearly 
800 traditional crops. 

ACT provided support for 96 tradi-
tional healers and their apprentices  
of five tribes, allowing them to focus on 
the restoration of ancestral medicinal 
practices in their communities. 

ACT funded the annual operations of 
an ethnoeducation school instructing 90 
indigenous youths who attend classes in 
the context of their culture and cultivate a 
traditional agriculture farm for both educa-
tional and sustenance purposes. 

For the first formal association of 
women healers of the Colombian Amazon, 
ACT held workshops in project formulation 
and management; indigenous legislation; 
and commercialization of artisan crafts. 

Brazil
In the western Brazilian Amazon, 
ACT helped the Suruí people develop a 
comprehensive sustainable management 
plan for some of the most threatened 
forests in the entire Amazon. ACT now 
is guiding the Suruí in drafting biological 
surveys of the reserve. ACT collaborated 
with Google to provide Google Earth 
training to Suruí representatives to help 
them monitor and deter incursions into 
their traditional lands. 

In the northern Brazilian Amazon, in 
cooperation with the International Ranger 
Federation and Brazilian national agen-
cies, ACT held its 4th annual Indigenous 
Park Guard Certification Course, bringing 
the number of guards to over 100 from 
nine tribal groups. Additionally, ACT 
held its 3rd and 4th park guard training 
courses for representatives of Brazilian 
institutions; these available guards are 
now also over 100 strong.

In the Tumucumaque Indigenous 
Park, ACT provided ongoing customized 
training workshops to tribal leaders to 
impart the necessary skills to operate their 
own associations, administer their own 
resources, and generate environmental 
protection strategies. 

In the Xingu Indigenous Park, ACT 
provided awareness-building training—
including education on relevant national 
legislation—to indigenous representatives 
in a campaign to raise consciousness of 
the potential devastating effects of planned 
hydroelectric dams on local ecosystems 
and livelihoods. 

In the Xingu Indigenous Park, ACT sup-
ported the first large-scale meeting of the 
Xingu’s indigenous youth to discuss press-
ing problems with respect to education, 
environment, health, culture and territorial 
protection and to draft letters to regional 
agencies regarding these problems. 

In the Médio Rio Negro II reserve, ACT 
helped 15 regional indigenous communities 
form their own legally recognized associa-
tion, to create a threat and risk map of their 
lands to help them work with national agen-
cies to deter destruction to their forests, and 
to develop a land management and protec-
tion plan. ACT also trained 28 indigenous 
representatives in environmental research 
and awareness building, basic cartography, 
GPS use, project design, and indigenous 
and environmental legislation.

2008 ACT 
Highlights[ ]
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Suriname
ACT began work with indigenous 
and Maroon communities of the 
Surinamese interior to complete the 
ethnographic and land use mapping of 
all lands occupied by traditional peoples 
in the country, covering over half of the 
nation. Simultaneously, ACT is helping 
the indigenous and native groups 
demarcate their traditional lands, an 
important step on the road toward the 
granting of land management rights.

ACT provided risk control and 
biodiversity management training 
to the first set of indigenous park guards 
in the nation’s rainforest interior. ACT 

also constructed and outfitted a first 
central guard post for indigenous lands 
in southern Suriname outside the central 
village of Kwamalasamutu. In addition, 
ACT partnered with the government to 
design an official national indigenous 
park ranger training program.

ACT provided land protection  
and rights training to the leadership  
of the Wayana tribe, enabling the 
Wayana to develop their own land  
management plan.

ACT installed communications 
radios at five separate border locations 
to assist the Trio and Wayana tribes in 
their efforts to monitor and protect their 
traditional rainforest lands. 

ACT continued to provide Brazil nut 
processing and marketing training  
to Trio villagers as part of a long-term 
project to provide sustainable income  
opportunities to the Trio. ACT also 
brought in expert consultants to help the 
Trio develop marketable crafts. 

In the rainforest village of Tepu, ACT 
helped increase forest-based income 
opportunities for indigenous women 
through training in pepper plant cultiva-
tion, processing, and commercialization. 
Demand for their product in the market 
now exceeds supply. Also in Tepu, ACT 
inaugurated a traditional cultural center to 
support crafts-based income generation. 

In four rainforest villages, ACT 
continued to support traditional medicine 
clinics and a hospital facility for long- 
term care. Also, in the central village of  
Kwamalasamutu, ACT conducted a 
sexual health workshop to help curb 
the incidence of sexually transmitted 
diseases among interior villagers. 

In the rainforest village of Sipaliwini, 
ACT funded the establishment of a 
traditional school and trained its teach-
ers in curriculum development. ACT also 
continued to support the operations of 
schools previously established in the 
interior villages of Kwamalasamutu  
and Tepu. 

2008 ACT Highlights[ ] Partner Organizations[ ]

United States
Think globally, run locally. In June 2008, some 380 runners participated in the first 
annual Run for the Rainforest 5K in Arlington, Virginia. The event helped promote local 
eco-friendly businesses and raised more than $30,000  
to support rainforest conservation.

Race Sponsors
TiTle SPOnSOrS

ecoNEW
Telos Corporation

CanOPy

Biz-comm, Inc. Marketing 
Communications

Lush Fresh Handmade 
Cosmetics

Whole Foods Arlington

UnderSTOry

AccTech Consulting, Inc.
Dan Hicok Photography
Eco-Thumb Publishing
Linda Kornett, LCSW
Nature's Path Foods, Inc.
Tri-DC Magazine 

FOreST FlOOr

Minuteman Press Arlington
notNeutral.com
Schroeder Design Build
WOOFS! Dog Training 

Center

SeedlingS

Best Cellars, Arlington
Evolve Technologies
EWA Travel
Mister Days Sports  

Rock Café
Murder Upon Request -  

Theatrical Events
Primo Fresh Deli
Pro Feed Pet Nutrition 

Center

anton de Kom University of 
Suriname, Faculty of Medicine 
Paramaribo, Suriname

asociación de Cabildos  
indígenas del Pueblo Siona 
Putumayo, Colombia

asociación de Cabildos  
nukanchipa atunkunapa alpa 
Cauca, Colombia

asociación de Cabildos 
Tandachiridu inganokuna 
Caquetá, Colombia

asociación de Cabildos Uitoto  
del alto río Caquetá 
Caquetá, Colombia

asociación de Médicos  
indígenas Kofanes 
Putumayo, Colombia 

asociación de Mujeres  
indígenas de la amazonía  
Colombiana 
Putumayo, Colombia 

asociación del Pueblo Kichwa  
de la amazonía Colombiana 
Putumayo, Colombia 

associação das Comunidades  
indígenas e ribeirinhas 
Amazonas, Brazil

associação de defesa 
etnoambiental Kanindé 
Rondônia, Brazil

associação de guarda-Parques  
do amapá 
Macapá, Amapá

associação dos Moradores  
do Quilombo do Curiaú 
Macapá, Amapá

associação dos Povos  
indígenas do Tumucumaque 
Tumucumaque, Brazil

associação dos Povos  
indígenas Jiahui 
Amazonas, Brazil

associação dos Povos indígenas 
Tiriyó, Kaxuyana, e Txikiyana 
Amapá, Brazil

associação indígena Hopep 
(Trumai Community) 
Xingu, Brazil

associação indígena Moygu 
(Ikpeng Community) 
Xingu, Brazil

associação indígena Myrená
(Kamayurá Community) 
Xingu, Brazil

associação indígena Tulukai 
(Waurá Community) 
Xingu, Brazil

Batalhão ambiental – amapá 
Amapá, Brazil

Cabildo inga Kametzá de Mocoa 
Putumayo, Colombia

Cabildo Kametzá de Mocoa 
Putumayo, Colombia

Cabildos del resguardo inga  
de yunguillo 
Putumayo, Colombia

Center for agricultural research  
of Suriname 
Paramaribo, Suriname

Centre for indigenous Peoples’ 
nutrition and environment,  
Mcgill University 
Montreal, Quebec

Consejo regional indígena  
del Orteguaza Medio Caquetá 
Caquetá, Colombia

Conservation Strategy Fund 
California, USA

Coordenação das Organizações 
indígenas da amazônia Brasileira 
Amazonas, Brazil

Corporación para el  
desarrollo Sostenible del  
Sur de la amazonía 
Putumayo, Colombia 

Corporación reconocer 
Bogotá, Colombia

ecodecisión 
Quito, Peru

Faculdade SeaMa 
Amapá, Brazil

Forest Trends 
California, USA

Fundação nacional do Índio – 
amapá 
Amapá, Brazil

geografische land  
informatie Systemen 
Paramaribo, Suriname

google earth Outreach 
California, USA

instituto Brasileiro do Meio 
ambiente e dos recursos  
naturais renováveis 
Amapá & Brasília, Brazil

instituto Chico Mendes de 
Conservação da Biodiversidade 
Brasília, Brazil

instituto de Conservação e 
desenvolvimento Sustentável  
do amazonas 
Amazonas, Brazil

instituto do Homem e Meio 
ambiente da amazônia 
São Paulo, Brazil
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[ Partner Organizations ]
instituto internacional de educação 
no Brasil 
Brasília, Brazil

inter-american development Bank 
Washington, DC

international ranger Federation 

international Union for Conservation 
of nature (iUCn)
Gland, Switzerland

legião Brasileira 
Amapá, Brazil

Medische Zending Suriname 
Paramaribo, Suriname

Ministério Público de Santana 
Amapá, Brazil

Ministry of Physical Planning,  
land and Forest Management 
Paramaribo, Suriname

Ministry of regional development 
Paramaribo, Suriname

nassy Brouwer Primary School 
Paramaribo, Suriname

national institute for environment 
and development in Suriname 
Paramaribo, Suriname

nature Conservation division 
Paramaribo, Suriname

nature Web 
Paramaribo, Suriname

nola Hatterman art academy 
Paramaribo, Suriname

Organização Metareilá do Povo 
indígena Suruí 
Rondônia, Brazil

Organización Uitoto del Caquetá, 
amazonas y Putumayo 
Caquetá, Colombia 

Organización Zonal indígena  
del Putumayo 
Putumayo, Colombia 

Pan american development 
Foundation 
Washington, DC

Peace Corps 
Paramaribo, Suriname

Polícia Militar – amapá 
Amapá, Brazil

ProFound – advisers  
in development 
Utrecht, Netherlands

red Cross of Brazil  
(Cruz Vermelha Brasileira) 
Amapá, Brazil

reserva Particular do Patrimônio 
natural 
Amapá, Brazil

royal Tropical institute 
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Secretaria especial do Meio 
ambiente 
Amapá, Brazil

Tareno ma Wajanaton-akoronmato 
(TalaWa) 
(Organization of Trio and Wayana  
Representatives of Southern Suriname) 
South Suriname

Tropenbos 
Bogotá, Colombia

Unidad administrativa especial  
del Sistema de Parques nacionales 
naturales 
Bogotá, Colombia

Unión de Médicos indígenas 
yageceros de la amazonia 
Colombiana 
Putumayo, Cauca and Caquetá, 
Colombia

United nations development 
Program 
Paramaribo, Suriname

United States agency for 
international development 
Washington, DC

Universidad de la amazonía 
Caquetá, Colombia 

Universidade Federal do amapá 
Amapá, Brazil

Vereniging Saramacaanse 
gezagdragers 
(Associated leaders of the Kwinti, 
Matawai, Aukan and Paramaka  
Maroon communities)
South Suriname

Vereniging van inheemse 
dorpshoofden in Suriname
(Association of indigenous village 
leaders in Suriname)
South Suriname

WCS Colombia 
Cali, Colombia 

World Wide Fund for nature  
(WWF Brazil) 
Brasília, Brazil

WWF Colombia 
Cali, Colombia 

2008 ReveNue

2008 eXPeNSeS

Funds are presented 
according to the accrual 
method of accounting. 
Revenues include several 
multi-year commitments 
as well as grants received 
directly by ACT programs 
in Brazil, Colombia and 
Suriname.  

Audited financial statements available upon request.

ACT earns the highest rating from Charity Navigator, America’s 
largest independent evaluator of charities, for our efficiency 
in exceeding industry standards and for outperforming other 
charities in fiscal standards. 

ACT is a member of EarthShare, a federation that represents 
the nation’s most respected environmental and conservation 
charities in hundreds of workplace giving campaigns across the 
country. ACT participates in the Combined Federal Campaign 
(CFC #10410), and state employee charitable campaigns. 
EarthShare’s payroll contribution program allows donors to 
direct their contribution directly to ACT. To find out more about 
how you and your workplace can support ACT through payroll 
deductions, please call Lisa Hundley-Reeves at 703-522-4684. 
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Financials[ ]

Corporations

Individuals

Foundations

Government
Other In-Country Grants

Management/Operations

Biodiversity

Health
Culture

Other

Biodiversity 3,335,279 60%

Health  490,717 9%

Culture 523,218 9%

Management/Operations 1,014,645 18%

Other 190,680 3%

Total $5,554,539 100%

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

Foundations 3,904,553 49%

Individuals 2,033,787 25%

Government 949,504 12%

In-Country Grants 866,493 11%

Corporations 199,468 2%

Other 30,671 0%

Total $7,984,476 100%

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤



Supporters[ ]
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$100,000 and up

Anonymous (2)

ARIA Foundation

William M. Cameron

Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund

Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation

Pan American Development  
Foundation

Rainforest Fund

Reiman Foundation Inc.

Fred & Karen Schaufeld

Skoll Foundation

USAID

$50,000 To $99,999

Anonymous (2)

Corpoamazonia

Wendy Grace

Mactaggart Third Fund

Melinda Maxfield

Moore Family Foundation

Newman’s Own Foundation

Organization of American States

Overbrook Foundation

$10,000 To $49,999

Anonymous

Robert & Paula Boykin

Jack & Kristina Boykin

Brazil Foundation

Nelson & Michelle Carbonell

CINE, McGill University

Dutch Embassy

ecoNEW

Sue Erpf Van de Bovenkamp  
for The Armand G. Erpf Fund

Hawley Family Foundation

John & Laura Hussey

Laura & Gary Lauder

George Meyer & Maria Semple

Elizabeth Murrell & Gary Haney

Nature’s Path Foods, Inc.

Ford & Catherine Nicholson

Gilman & Margaret Ordway

Max Palevsky & Jodie Evans

Resnick Family Foundation

Suriname Conservation Foundation

Telos Corporation

Andrew Tobias & Charles Nolan

United Nations Development  
Programme

White Feather Foundation

$1,000 To $9,999

Mika Albright

American Fidelity Foundation

Carol Andreae & Jim Garland

Anonymous (2)

Joshua Arnow & Elyse Arnow Brill

Ayudar Foundation

Janice Bechtel

Clayton Bennett

Boggess Family Foundation

Jeff & Susan Bridges

Karen Bunch

Susan Chambers

Charles Spear Charitable Trust

Yvon Chouinard

Linda Christovich Paul

Jock & Carol Clark

Darleen Jacobs

Paul Davies III

L. Michael Dillard

Gale Epstein

Professor Evan Fales

H. Ford

Juanita & Philip Francis

Ted & Georgia Funsten

J. Rex Fuqua

Edel Glynn

John & Marcia Goldman Foundation

Hamill Family Foundation

Molly & Larry Harris

Walt Helmerich

J.C. & Susan Henry

William Hoehn

Mary Page Hufty & Daniel Alegria

Jackson & Hertogs LLP

Richard & Elaine Kahn

Kathleen Kaplan

Zachary Lemann

Edward Lenkin

Al & Jere Litchenburg

David & Mary Lockton

Lone Pine Foundation

David Lopez

Lush Fresh Handmade Cosmetics

Liliana Madrigal & Mark Plotkin

Christine McCarthy

Carole & Timothy McShea

Jenny & John Meyer

Mission Area Federal Credit Union

Joan Naro

Timothy & Diane Naughton

Brad O’Brien

Leize & David Perlmutter

Veronique & Robert Pittman

Candace & Scott Plotkin

Lorraine Plotkin

Bhaskar Purimetla

Skye Raiser

Judith Randal

Marjorie & Richard Rogalski

Janet Russell

Sager Family Foundation

Santa Barbara Zoo

Susan Sarandon

Barbara Schaufeld

Gretchen Schlesinger

Dwayne Schmidt

Paula & David Sculley

Abby Sher

Wesley Stevens

Felton Suthon

Szekely Family Foundation

Heather Thomas & Skip Brittenham

Ian Todreas

Glen Tullman

Deacon & Piper Turner

Michael Turpen

Governor David Walters

In Honor of John Vanderpool, M.D.

Westminster School

Clifford & Deborah White

Gene Whitford

$250 To $999

AccTech Consulting, Inc.

Mark & Denise Adams

G. Tim Alexander, III

Ingrid Alimanestianu

Heidi Allen

Anonymous

David Avezzie

Susan & Stephen Baird

Tamara Belland

Maxine Brown

Christopher Brown & Mary Ellen Burns

Rhett Butler

John Casagranda

Trevor Chandler

Ann Coburn

Anne and David Coia

Erin Conlisk

Tamar Datan

Lynn Davies

Bradley Davis

Beth Debor

P. Kay Floyd

Ralph Gandy

Michael Garlick

Frederic Gobry

Denise & Andrew Goldfarb

Warren Gotcher

Stewart Greenfield

Pamela Harting

Kim Hauger

Christopher Hetterly

Julie Hocking

Randy Hogan

James & Bethany Hornthal

Geoffrey Hoyer

Donna & Charles Huggins

Maria Huwe

John & Rusty Jaggers

Lisa Kamen

Vicki Kechekian

Lois Kelley

Linda Kornett, LCSW

Eileen Laird

Marilyn & Ken Lavezzo

Paul & Sarah Lehman

Carl & Sandra Lehner

David & Evelyne Lennette

Leela Lindner

M. Maples

John McAntire

James & Sally McChesney

Richard Mildren

Minuteman Press, Arlington

C. Lisa Monrose

Harold Montgomery

Stephanie Moore

Walter Moore

James Morris

notNeutral, Inc.

Reed Oppenheimer

Fred & Gaye Lynn Phillips

Gene & Leslie Plumley

Doug & Julie Renfro

Nathan Rider

Robert Rothhouse

St. David’s United Church

Carlos & Anne Salinas

Schroeder Design Build

Arent & Jean Schuyler

Amanda Shumov

Roberta Smith

Daniel & Lauren Smith

David & Vicky Smith

Valerie Sobel

Chris Sorenson

Sara Stone

Joshua Strauss

Mark Strauss

David & Jane Thompson

Janice & Edward Todd

Bradford Volk

Juan & Elizabeth Wachs

Marsha Wallace

Michael Wheeler & Linda Brown

Donald K. Wilkerson

Douglas Yee
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Board of Directors
Margaret Clark, Chairman
Director

Adam Albright
Director

Rachel Albright
Director

Stephen Altschul, Ph.D.
Computational Biologist

Wade Black
Seven Bar Enterprises

Robert W. Boykin
Boykin Enterprises

William M. Cameron
American Fidelity Assurance Company

Ken Cook
Environmental Working Group

Thomas Lovejoy, Ph.D.
The Heinz Center

Melinda Maxfield, Ph.D.
Angeles Arrien Foundation

Elizabeth Murrell
Architect

Mark J. Plotkin, Ph.D.
President

Nora Pouillon
Restaurant Nora and Asia Nora

Susan Sarandon
Actress and activist

Karen Schaufeld
Director

David Stoup
Trilogy Ventures

Ward Paine
Emeritus

Advisory Committee
Karen Allen
Actress and teacher 

Bruce Babbitt  
Environmentalist

Jeff Bridges
Actor    

Janell Cannon
Author and illustrator

Juan Mayr
Environmentalist

Gary Nabhan, Ph.D.
Northern Arizona University 

Michel Nischan
Wholesome Wave, LLC

Todd Oldham
Todd Oldham Studio

May Pang
Author and producer 

Rebecca Rose
The Columbus Zoo

Miranda Smith  
Miranda Productions

Heather Thomas-Brittenham
Actress and activist  

Andrew Tobias 
Author and journalist

Consultants
Ana Paula Albuquerque de Melo

Eduardo Bronsoni

Sonia Caicedo

Ernesto Cruz 

Sue Pendleton

Jefferson Veloso 

Abigail Wright

Arlington Headquarters
Mark J. Plotkin, Ph.D. 
President

Tamar Datan, M.Ed.
Executive Vice President

Liliana Madrigal
Vice President of Programs

Elizabeth Erdahl, M.B.A.
Chief Financial Officer

Susan Gurney, MLS
Visual Media Specialist

Lisa Hundley-Reeves
Development Associate

Karla Lara Otero
Director of Finance

Dana Milyak
Development Manager

Dayse Pirouzan
Bookkeeper

Elvira Sánchez Yebra
Executive Office & Events Coordinator

Ian Starr
Information/Communications Associate

David Stone
Director of Information

Brazil
Vasco van Roosmalen, M.Sc. 
Director

Rosinaldo Ameida 

Marcos Sebastião Ataide 

Thiago Avila

Fabio Barbosa

Eduardo Borine

Meline Cabral

Carla Coutinho

Renata Carvalho Giglio

Ana Carolina Kalume 

Arlison Kleber

Márcia Lopes 

Leonardo Lucena 

Aline Neves 

Jefferson Nogueira

Gustavo Nunes

Wesley Pacheco 

Edwilson Pordeus 

Elisangela Sale dos Santos 

Marcelo Segalerba 

Almir Surui

Marcia Texeira

João Evangelista Tiriyó 

Luiza Viana 

Juliana Vieira 

Colombia
José Pablo Jaramillo
Acting Director

Jorge Camacho

Alcira Cao

Alberto Carreño, CPA 

Ana María Chaparro

José Eustiquio Cuellar

José Narciso Jacamijoy, M.Ed.

José Pablo Jaramillo

Alba Inés Lombana 

Oswaldo Mancilla

Rubiela Mojomboy

Irma Mojomboy

María Elvira Molano, Ph.D.

Juan Miguel Molina

Carmen Moreno

Higidio Muchavisoy

Luciano Mutumbajoy

Juan Muyuy

Jairo Quintero

Sandra Ruiz 

Francy Trujillo

Gabriel Vanegas 

Angela Vargas

Suriname
Gwendolyn Emanuels-Smith, M.Sc.
Director

Rachida Alibux

Gilbert Alken

Natascha Aroeman

Peggy Baisie

Rachelle Bong A Jan, B.Sc.

Reshma Goeder

Marieke Heemskerk, Ph.D.

Sahieda Joemratie

Karin Lachmising

Eric Sosrojoedo

Melvin Uiterloo 

Kenneth Wongsonadi

Karen Schaufeld, Director

Margaret Clark, Chairman (second from left), Tamar Datan, Executive Vice President (fourth from left) 
and Liliana Madrigal, Vice President of Programs (sixth from left) with women healers in Colombia



www.amazonteam.org

4211 North Fairfax Drive

Arlington, Virginia 22203

p  703 522-4684

f  703 522-4464


